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 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The NSA held our Annual General Meeting held on February 26th, Wayne Clowater stepped down and I took over as
President; Wayne will continue on as Vice President. I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of the NSA to thank
Wayne for his years of service as President. On a personal note, I would also thank Wayne for his support he gave me
after taking over as President; without his help it would have been an insurmountable task.

    In March our world changed, Due to COVID-19, we had to modify out plans for the upcoming season. With the help of
the directors and Michel Poitras (our Operations Manager) we came up with many scenarios that could work with our
plans for the summer program. Coordination had to take place with NBPower, NSA and DNRED in order to have a “safe”
work environment for our incubation box site at the Nepisiguit Falls dam.  There was a lot of silt in the Nepisiguit last
spring which impacted the eggs in our incubation boxes.  Michel came to the rescue and designed and built a parabolic
filter to remove the silt. It was installed by Michel and Marco Scichilone and the problem was solved. Thanks to Michel,
Marco, Paul Lenihan, and Denis Guitard for their hard work, there were approximately 75,000 fry placed in the Nepisiguit
River and tributaries and 5,000 in Little River.

  The NSA did not receive all our funding in 2020; this had a negative impact on our operating budget. I would like to thank
all our partners who helped us with funding and In Kind support. Charitable donations were lower than the previous two
years and we lost funds because we were unable to have our Annual Dinner. Any donation to the NSA can be claimed as a
tax deduction and is most appreciated; without these gifts we cannot complete the work to have Atlantic salmon in the
Nepisiguit. We also appreciate the assistance provided to us by Pabineau First Nation with regards to brood stock
movement and help in the fall with Coty Mazerolle working with Michel.

  The summer was hot and worse than the previous two years. The river levels were very low all summer. This severely
restricted the time spent electrofishing. A lot of the summer was spent collecting water temperature for DFO to facilitate
Warm Water Protocol. Approximately 57 days were impacted by the warm water resulting in partial or full closure of the
river to angling. We did manage with the help of Directors and some NSA members to do some key electrofishing sites.

   Fish returns were again hard to calculate this year. From anglers on the river and at the Gorge there seemed to be a
healthy early run but we cannot quantify it. During the season there were 229 grilse and 113 salmon through the fence.
The fence was removed in mid-October before a predicted raise in water levels. The levels remained high most of the fall
but this allowed the salmon to move into the river system.

 Due to the extremely high-water levels during the fall, we could not install our prototype of a fish ladder that would
enable salmon to go over some beaver dams without breaching the dams. We hired a contractor this year again to trap
beavers in areas we thought would have the most impact.  We were unable to do conventional redd counts however; we
tried something different and with the use of Michel’s drone we were able do some areas and could identify
approximately 350 redds. We also used the drone to inspect for suspected areas of siltation and report it to the proper
authorities. Michel and the NSA are still in a learning curve to find all possibilities for the drone but there is a lot of
interest by other organizations on it capabilities.

  With the inability to fill our brood stock quota this year due to water temperature we did not have as many fish at Charlo
as we had hoped for. We did manage to collect approximately 110,000 eggs with no mortality to any of our broodstock. I
would again thank all involved with this process, with all the care and attention given we returned all the fish to the river
safely and in good condition. Hoping our eggs have a great winter.

  Due to COVID-19 restrictions constantly changing throughout the year the Executive and Directors have met through
Zoom, in person, outside until too cold and dark to proceed. We are now working on projects that will see our 40 years of
data compiled and analyzed through a partnership with NSA, PFN, and UNB.  Our proposal to revamp Fish Friend has been
accepted by NB Salmon Council and we are working out details for a solar powered prototype aquarium for use in
schools. It has been a very different year but through a lot of hard work by everyone involved we pulled it off.

   The biggest reward we can all hope for is the look on someone’s face when an angler hooks a salmon for their first time
or the look people have standing shoulder to shoulder at Pabineau Falls watching our Atlantic salmon make their way
back to the place of their birth to spawn. We have one of the best rivers in the world in our backyard. With the
involvement of the NSA and all our partners we have seen the Nepisiguit return to a GREAT RIVER again. We have to do
this for future generations to enjoy.
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Rick Watling  President NSA

MESSAGE DU PRÉSIDENT

L’ASN a tenu son Assemblée Générale annuelle le 26 février 2020.  Wayne Clowater quitte son poste à la présidence et
cumulera les fonctions de vice-président, tandis que j’assumerai la présidence.  J’aimerais prendre cette opportunité au
nom de l’ASN pour remercier Wayne C pour ces années de service à la tête de notre organisation. En particulier, le
remercier pour tout le support qu’il m’a offert pour assurer une transition fluide à la Présidence.  Sans son aide, la tâche
aurait été quasi-insurmontable.

En mars dernier, le Monde a changé…  nous avons dû nous adapter à la nouvelle réalité de la COVID-19. Avec l’aide des
Directeurs et de Michel Poitras (Gérant des Opérations), nous avons établi plusieurs scénarios potentiels pour mener à
terme notre programme estival. Nous avons dû coordonner avec plusieurs instances (Énergie NB, ASN, Ressource
Naturelles NB, Travail Sécuritaire) afin d’offrir un milieu de travail sécuritaire et conformes aux nouvelles normes à notre
site d’incubation satellite de Nepisiguit Falls. Une sédimentation accrue dans la rivière l’an passé a eu un impact négatif
sur le cycle de vie des œufs incubés. Michel a répondu à l’appel en élaborant et construisant un concept de filtre
parabolique pour retirer les sédiments en suspension. Avec l’aide de Marco Schiccilonne, le filtre fut installé et le
problème résolu.  Un gros merci à Michel, Marco, Paul Lenihan et Denis Guitard pour leur travail acharné, qui a permis de
livrer quelques 75 000 alevins dans la Nepisiguit et ses tributaires en plus de     5 000 alevins dans la Little River.

Nous n’avons pas obtenu tout le financement demandé en 2020, par conséquent, notre budget d’opération en a subi les
contrecoups. J’aimerais remercier tous nos partenaires qui nous ont supporté avec du financement ou des dons ‘’in kind’’.
Les dons de charité étaient moindre que les 2 années précédentes and nous avons perdu une importante activité de levée
de fonds avec l’annulation de notre Banquet annuel.  Tout don effectué à l’ASN qualifie de don de charité déductible et
nous apprécions grandement votre support.  Sans ces contributions, nos efforts de sauvegarde du Saumon Atlantique
sont vaines...  Nous sommes également reconnaissants de l’assistance offerte par la Première Nation de Pabineau dans la
collecte et le transport des saumons géniteurs ainsi que l’aide offerte par Coty Mazerolle à l’automne, assistant Michel
Poitras.
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L’été 2020 fut très chaud et les niveaux d’eau observés durant une bonne partie de la saison très bas, ce qui a limité nos
activités d’électro-pêche.  Nous avons effectué de nombreux prélèvements de température d’eau pendant la période
estivale à différents sites afin de fournir au MPO de l’information probante au protocole de fermeture en eau trop chaude
(Warm Water Protocol). Tout près de 57 jours/pêche furent retranchés dû à ce protocole pour la pêche récréative 2020.
Avec l’aide de Directeurs et de bénévoles, nous avons toutefois réussi à effectuer certains prélèvements clés avec
l’électro-pêche.

La montaison estimée cette année fut difficile à établir.  Selon les rapports et observations des pêcheurs sur la rivière et
au Club à la Gorge, la montaison en début de saison semblait bonne mais nous n’avons pas pu la quantifier proprement.
Un décompte de 229 Madeleinaux (Grilse) et 113 Saumons adultes ont franchi la barrière de comptage, qui fut enlevée à
la mi-octobre juste avant une crue importante des eaux. Les niveaux d’eau élevés soutenus tout au long de l’automne ont
certainement permis à plusieurs saumons de compléter leur montaison et d’accéder aux frayères.

Ces hauts niveaux d’eaux ne nous ont pas permis de tester notre prototype d’échelle à saumons pour franchir les
barrages de castors et/ou autres débris. Nous avons embauché un trappeur encore cette année pour retirer les rongeurs
nuisibles à certains endroits ciblés. N’étant pas en mesure d’effectuer un décompte physique des lits de fraie, nous avons
été en mesure d’innover en utilisant les services de drone aérien (Michel Poitras) pour répertorier environ 350 lits de
fraie. Cette nouvelle technologie nous a permis d’effectuer des observations intéressantes sur la rivière et pourrait
s’avérer un outil de prédilection dans les années à venir pour notre Association, ainsi que d’autres Associations analogues
à la nôtre, qui constatent un réel potentiel inexploité.

Les conditions extrêmes de chaleur l’été dernier nous ont empêchés de transporter notre quota de géniteurs à la
pisciculture de Charlo. Nous avons tout de même réussi à prélever 110 000 œufs, sans aucune mortalité des géniteurs
transportés. Un énorme merci à tous les intervenants, qui ont permis la collecte de ces précieux œufs, sans mortalité aux
poissons, qui furent retournés sains et sauf dans leur rivière natale pour poursuivre leur montaison.

Les restrictions dues à la Pandémie ont changé drastiquement notre logistique managériale…le Conseil d’Administration a
adopté des moyens soit de téléconférence (i.e. Zoom), en personne avec distanciation ou encore à l’extérieur jusqu’à la
tombée de la nuit! Nous pilotons présentement un projet en collaboration avec PFN et UNB qui verra près de 40 ans de
données biologiques et observations recueillies par l’ASN, compilées et analysées dans un format interactif.  Notre
proposition de revamper le programme Amis des Poissons fut acceptée par le Conseil du Saumon NB et nous sommes à
finaliser un concept d’aquarium énergisé au solaire dans les écoles.

Somme toute, notre plus grande récompense serait de constater la joie sur le visage d’un pêcheur lorsqu’il attrape sa
première prise sur notre rivière ou encore de voir les gens s’entasser aux Chûtes Pabineau pour observer la montaison
spectaculaire de Salmo Salar dans ses lieux de reproduction. Nous possédons une des meilleures Rivière à Saumon au
monde ici, chez-nous!  Avec l’aide de l’ASN et de ces nombreux partenaires, nous avons réussi à rétablir la notoriété de
cette belle rivière et nous nous devons de continuer nos efforts de conservations pour nos générations futures.

Rick Watling, Président

Your 2021 NSA executive board
President/Président: Richard Watling Alfred Cormier

Vise President/Vise Président : Wayne Clowater Denis Guitard

Treasurer/Trésorière: Stephen Bourque Paul Lenihan

Secretary/Secrétaire: Denis Frenette Keith Sealy

Directors/Directrices: Rick Schwenger

Jean-Marc Boudreau Dale Valley

Francois Chiasson Paul Arseneau
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NSA Planned Activities for 2021

• Fish Friends Program
• Operation of 40th consecutive Salmon Enhancement program on Nepisiguit and area rivers – including beaver dam location

and breaching.
• Stocking, electrofishing, river surveys, clean up & spawning surveys.
• Participation with Pabineau First Nation in Counting Fence operation, brood stock and data collection.
• Dialog with DFO with regards to salmon management and warm water protocol.
• Participation in Nepisiguit Watershed Management Committee.
• Assistance in Charlo SEC operation.
• Participation in NB Salmon Council.

Reminder:

To all except Life Members If you have not yet renewed your Membership for 2021, it would be greatly appreciated.
Remember one person can do great things but imagine what can be accomplished with a group of people. We need your
support to carry on with our on the river programs. See membership form attached to this newsletter.

Blue Charm

Tying thread: White Uni 8/0.

Tag: Fine oval silver tinsel and golden yellow floss lacquered.

Throat: Kingfisher blue cock hackle.

Tail: Fluorescent yellow cock hackle.

Butt: Black ostrich herl.

Body: Black floss.

Ribbing: Oval silver tinsel.

Wing: 1….. Two kingfisher blue cock hackles set back to back.

             2……Two pearl flashabou set one on each side.

             3…….Olive brown foxtail.

Head: Black-tying thread, Uni 8/0 with a stripe of blue floss.

In Memory of NSA Friend and
Supporter
It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of
Pabineau First Nations- Chester
Sewell.
Chester was a friend to many
and a great supporter of the
NSA and the Salmon of the river.

Chester passed away on Thursday, March 4,2021.
Chester enjoyed his work as co-ordinator of the
Salmon Enhancement Program at Pabineau First
Nations. He loved working on vehicles and helping
others and was a big animal lover. He was loved by
many and will be missed by many. Our deepest
sympathy to his family and friends.

En Mémoire d’un Ami et Allié de l’ASN
C’est avec grande tristesse que nous avons appris
le recent décès de Chester Sewel –Premières
Nations Pabineau.
Chester était un ami de plusieurs et un grand
supporter de la cause du saumon et de
l’ASN.  Chester nous a quitté mardi, le 4 mars
2021.  Il était passionné par son travail de
Coordonnateur du Programme de mise en valeur
du Saumon aux Premières Nations Pabineau. Il
aimait travailler sur des projets automobiles et
adorait la faune. Aimé de plusieurs, il sera manqué
de tous. Nos plus sincères condoléances à sa
famille et ses proches.
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NSA High Lites, 2020
January –  Samuel Daigle supplied new river/ trail maps for
distribution  to directors who wanted some to sell at $20.00
each tax incl. Discussions about President and Vice-President
Positions; Rick Schwenger is stepping down as Vice and
Wayne has proposed that preferably someone step up to be
President and Wayne would become Vice-President  and help
to coach new president.

February – Jean-Marc Boudreau made a very well received
presentation in which the main idea was to create committees
of one or more directors of the NSA plus one or two members
of the NSA if possible. The committees that were mentioned
were: fundraising, finance, summer work, communication,
employee and task. This approach was agreed to in principle,
and will be refined as we go forward.

Rick Watling was elected as President and Wayne Clowater as
Vice President, Treasurer Stephen Bourque, Secretary Denis
Frenette and returning Directors: Jean-Marc Boudreau,
Francois Chiasson, Alfred Cormier, Denis Guitard, Paul
Lenihan, Marco Scichilone, Keith Sealy, Dale Valley, Rick
Schwenger and new director Paul Arseneau.

March – Rick Watling has confirmed to Michel Poitras that
NSA`s intention is to hire him as project manager for this
year’s project. Michel has agreed to install the incubation
boxes at Nepisiguit Falls with help from the executive. NSA
and NB Power Nepisiguit Falls supervisor, have agreed to a
plan to have NSA enter property to carry out box install, egg
loading etc. in respect to COVID-19 protocol. Protocol has
been drafted and everything was cleared for egg transfer,
incubation box set up and egg monitoring and fry distribution.

Confirmation for funds requested to carry out our project:
Wildlife Trust Fund approved $8100.00 the Atlantic Salmon
Conservation Foundation (ASCF) approved $13,000.00. Still
waiting for ETF and CSJ.

Executive all agreed to postpone the annual banquet to the
fall due to Coronavirus extraordinary times.

May – NSA completed set-up of incubation boxes at N.B.
Power dam; job well done. Delivery of eggs from Charlo to
N.B. Power dam successful.  Michel (project manager) with
help from Director’s Marco Scichilone and Paul Lenihan
installed parabolic filter which worked out very well. NSA
executive discussed challenges associated with running the
summer project with the Covid-19 pandemic.

NSA FINANCE RESERVE: based on a this year`s budget
projection, Wayne confirmed that we would be spending
approx. $10,000.00 out of our reserve; therefore we need to
find donations  to offset this exit of monies, so we don`t dry
the reserve account in the near future ( 3 years or less). GOOD
NEWS: Wayne confirmed on May 21st that we had received a
$5000.00 and a $500.00 donation from anonymous local
donator. So, there is a need to find an extra $4500.00 of
donations and we would then be in better shape for our
project to be financially sustainable in the future!!!

June– Eggs to fry   (Status update) (Rick) - Final total tally
80,000 fry (75,000 in Nepisiguit River and 5000 in Little River)
Variance order (Denis Guitard) – David Leblanc  informed NSA
that he wrote a letter to DFO asking future changes such as
one for the maximum hook and release of 2 salmon per day in
the Restigouche and Miramichi be changed back to 4 per day
and that future changes be prior discussed with river
associations.

Executive agreed to set up the following committees from
within to help disperse the workload:

I. Finance (daily expenses, payroll, Streamlining of
present system)- Paul Arseneau, Alfred Cormier,
Stephen Bourque and Wayne Clowater will form this
committee.

II. Correspondence (mail outs, updating membership
list) – Dale Valley, Paul Lenihan and Denis Frenette
will form this committee.

III. Funding (Donations etc.)- Jean-Marc Boudreau,
Francois Chiasson will form this committee.

August– Briefing on NB Salmon Council meeting of Aug 16th

in Doaktown: Sisson mine probably will not go ahead for now
as their Environmental Assessment runs out in December of
this year and a lot of unresolved issues not checked off.

Discussion on eggs at Charlo: Rick W., Wayne C., Michel P.,
and Alfred C. had a meeting with Charlo Fish Hatchery on
Sept 18th, 2020.

White powder on banks of river: Rick W. finally got an answer
from Anger Dumas of the NB Dept. of Environment who
confirmed there was no danger to the fish. He said testing was
inconclusive, powder seemed to be a natural occurrence, most
likely diatoms as Michel Poitras had thought.

October– Fish Friends Program, possible use of green
energy: a trial phase with one setup is what the directors felt is
the best way forward. This could prove the concept works
prior to applying for money for this project. Partnering with
Pabineau First Nations:  NSA will try to setup quarterly
meetings with PFN to discuss possible projects we could work
on together. With this partnership we could take on larger
projects with increased funding. NSA all were in favor of
inquiring about finding a company/professional to analyze the
NSA’s last 40 or so years of collected data.

Funding proposals: ETF (Francois): water quality/habitat to be
the points to be emphasized in the application which will be
submitted this week. NB WTF (Rick S.): has been submitted
ASCF (Wayne): has been submitted

Proposed project with UNB, NSA, Carole Ann Gillis (Wayne)
Wayne has been in communication with a UNB professor who
has a Master’s student showing interest in doing her thesis
using NSA`s 40 years or so of data.
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2020 Stream Side Incubation Results
The incubation system was installed on April 18th at
the Nepisiguit NB Power Dam facilities. Four [4]
incubation boxes with a head tank and 2 circular tank
and a degassing tower were installed including a
parabolic filter. All hoses and tanks were refurbished
with new fittings and valves to facilitate installation
and better control of water management, disinfected
and operational for the expected eyed eggs. All work
was executed by several Nepisiguit Salmon
Association (NSA) volunteers and the Project
Manager. (Photo 1)

On May 1st (Photo 2) 81,372 eyed eggs were delivered
by DNRED (Department of Natural Resources and
Energy Development) crew. Eggs were previously
fertilized from brood stock collected by Pabineau First
Nation (PFN) in October of 2019 and over wintered at
the Charlo Salmonid Enhancement Center (Charlo
SEC).

A parabolic filter (Photo 3) was installed due to high
sedimentation deposits from high spring water flow,
this eliminated fine sedimentation in the incubation
boxes and increased passive oxygen for the eyed eggs.
The water temperature of 5°C was ideal on that day as
the acclimation was equal to water utilised for egg
transfer. See temperature graph below

The initial estimated egg delivery from SEC Charlo
hatchery was 77,000 and an adjustment of inventory
was done increasing egg count by 4,372 [81,372 total
eggs]. NSA and Charlo Sec have met and the
methodology for a more accurate egg count will be
put in place for the years to come.

Photo 2 – 81 372 fertilised eyed eggs Photo 3 – Parabolic filter unit

Photo 1 – 2020 incubation box installation ready for salmon egg delivery
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Electrofishing Discussion

A total of 10 electrofishing sites were completed throughout the season. With very hot temperatures exceeding over 30 degrees Celsius, for the
July to August electrofishing season, the bulk of the sites were sampled during warm water conditions.  As a result, our electrofishing was done in
the early mornings when the water was cooler, and all sites were changed from closed sites to open due to 4 weeks of warm water conditions.
Social distancing and PPE were practiced during our activities due to COVID-19 regulations in the work place. (Photo 4)

This had very interesting results, as some areas in the river were very wide,
placing a perimeter net seems to deter fish while erecting a perimeter
structure. It was noted that using an open site method appeared to result in
a better catch result. Closed site method was used in narrow areas that was
more beneficial to catch fish.

The figures (Figures 5 & 6) shown below demonstrates the salmon fry
variation from 2019 to 2020, it is to be noted the stocking for 2020 was
distributed through Little River, Pabineau, Gordon Meadow and the
Nepisiguit River. Also, a comprehensive assessment of beaver dams was
conducted again this year, these dams have a negative impact on fry, parr
and adult spawning migration is impeded.  A low dissolved oxygen level was
recorded on the South Branch site of Pabineau Brook with warm water
conditions. A prototype fish ladder was fabricated to facilitate salmon
migration, this unit will be useful in conditions that would not harm or alter
wildlife habitat in the area.

Continuation of this stocking process and applied beaver dam control will
result in a stable sustainable salmon population in our streams in rivers. It
would be recommended to increase the number of fry annually in the future
due to climate change, and predations.

The 2020 spring thaw conditions, which saw very high volumes of water, may
have contributed to lower fry density in the Nepisiguit River by disturbing
river bed and substrate.

   Figure 5 - Total fry captures for 2019 Figure 6 - Total fry capture for 2020

Photo 4 – Keeping social distancing and PPE in place on new site E
on the Nepisiguit River
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2020 Redd Counts

The Nepisiguit Salmon Association has found an alternative method to count salmon redds this year with the help of aerial photograph with a
professional drone and applied GPS mapping software (Photo 7). Over the last three years this was not possible due to cold and snow conditions
on the Nepisiguit River. As a trial run it was conclusive and very successful to locate and identify salmon redds. Next year it will be applied as it was
in the past, but with better mapping properties to be more accurate with applied software.

There were three key locations of
interest that was planned, from the
Grilse Pool area on the Nepisiguit river to
Long Pool approximately 265 were
found (Photo 8,9) and estimated 40
redds from the mouth of Gordon
Meadow to 1 kilometer upstream.

In comparison to 2016, that estimated
445 salmon redds from Grilse Pool to
Long Pool and the salmon return from
the counting fence was 744. The total
red count for 2016 was estimated to be
3301. This year we have 265 salmon
redds from the same location with 342
salmon return from the counting fence.
An estimated redd count for 2020 should
be around 1515.

Photo 7 – Flight path with GPS positioning in real time

Photo 8 – Salmon Redds Photo 9 – Salmon Redds

Warm Water Protocol
In addition to water temperature data for the Nepisiguit River, 5 data loggers were put in place to respond to the Warm Water Protocol.

This protocol is a strategy for managing angling in periods of warm water in the Nepisiguit River, in collaboration with Department of Fisheries
and Ocean Canada [DFO], Nepisiguit Salmon Association [NSA], Pabineau First Nations and the Department of Natural Resources and Energy
Development [DNRED].

The NSA placed 5 data loggers in 3 strategic places in the Nepisiguit River, 1 in Pabineau Brook, 1 in Gordon Meadow. These units were easily
assessable, and downloaded data in real time and then sent by e-mail to all parties regulating and administering the Warm Water Protocol at any
time. For 2020, and until more detailed information is known on the temperature regime of the Nepisiguit river, the entire portion of the river used
by salmon will be subject to potential restrictions. In Gulf Variation Orders it is described as ‘Nepisiguit River from the dam at Grand Falls
downstream to the mouth’.
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Threshold proposals are based on observed changes in behaviour of Atlantic salmon both in the wild and in experiments with measured
physiological responses of adult salmon exposed to exercise at high water temperatures. A daily minimum water temperature rather than a
maximum temperature (within the thermal tolerance limits of salmon) is proposed to be the appropriate indicator of physiological recovery and
survival. Tmin value of 20°C is proposed as the threshold temperature for assessing physiological stress in Atlantic salmon.   Here Tmin represents
the minimum river temperature during the 24-hour daily cycle.

Observations using the data resulted in two consecutive nights in July of minimum temperatures greater than 20 C; after consultation with all
partners, DFO made a decision to reduce angling to morning only through a Variance Order. The data also shows another period in August where
another Variance have been issued. 57 days were impacted by the protocol (resulting in partial or full closure of the river to angling.)

Figure 10 – Pabineau counting fence on the Nepisiguit River temperature readings from July 24th to August 18th.

Ron Gauthier Conservation Award
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Ron Gauthier Conservation Award was cancelled for this season.

Ron Gauthier was one of the founders of the NSA and founding member of the Daley Point Conservation area.  As a forest ranger, he made very
interesting and animated classroom presentations.  This award is commemorating his interest in young people and his passion for the
environment and wildlife.

2020 Fish Friends Program
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Fish Friends Program was cancelled for this season.

Initiated in 1992, the Fish Friend program had five schools participating. The Fish Friends program was created by the Atlantic Salmon Federation
[ASF] to help bring awareness of the Atlantic salmon life cycle to the public. The Fish Friends Program is co-sponsored by the New Brunswick
Atlantic Salmon Council, the Charlo Salmonid Enhancement Center and the Nepisiguit Salmon Association. Each year, Atlantic salmon from the
egg stage are hatched in a classroom incubator and the resultant fry are released in the Nepisiguit River.

This year we had time to reflect on this program and see how it may be improved in our region, also incorporating the Mi’kmaq history and
introducing green energy.

The Nepisiguit Salmon Association is pleased to be part of Facebook social media; this has demonstrated to
our community our activities, and the understanding of our conservation mission for the Atlantic salmon in our region.
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Pabineau Counting Fence
The Pabineau Counting Fence had a better season than last year with regards to overall fish numbers with 342 salmon and grilse retuning. A few
challenges regarding high water that damaged the fence have enabled salmon to pass without being counted. An interesting note is there is more
active fish migrating above the 30cm. water level.

The warm water during the season and low water levels have been challenging as well, only 14 Female Salmon, 6 Male Salmon & 14 Male Grilse a
total of 34 fish were sent to Charlo Salmonid Enhancement Center this year.

This season we have posted on our Facebook page an updated result of migrating salmon going up stream via the counting fence (Figure 11).
With the permission of Pabineau First Nation and collaboration with NSA, it has kept the general public and anglers of the activities conducted.

Figure 11 – Salmon results posting on (Facebook) multi-media

Many Thanks to our Sponsors and Partners
The Nepisiguit Salmon Association would like to thank Michel
Poitras and Chester Sewell for their contribution to the 2020
report.

NB Dept. Post-Secondary Education, Training and Labour

M. Education Post Secondaire, Formation et de Travail

Employment and Social Development Canada

Emploi et Developpement Social Canada

Pabineau First Nation

Glencore Canada

Charlo Salmonid Enhancement Center

Centre de Mise en Valeur des Salmonides de Charlo NB

Natural Resources and Energy Development

Ressources Naturelles et Développement du L’énergie

We would appreciate photos of anglers releasing salmon or grilse for our newsletter. Send them to Box 871, Bathurst, NB E2A 4H7 or via email:
debrah_rick@yahoo.ca

In 2020, major funding sources were the Atlantic Salmon Conservation Foundation, the NB Wildlife Trust Fund, NB Post-Secondary Education &
Training (SEED), HRSDC (Canada Summer Jobs) and the NSA.

Considerable assistance was rendered to the NSA program by Denis Guitard and the local DNRED Staff. Storage and office facilities were
provided by local DNRED, NB Power and the NSA.

The NSA expresses its appreciation to our sponsors, NB Wildlife Trust Fund, the Atlantic Salmon Conservation Foundation, NB Power, NB Post-
Secondary Education & Training (SEED) and Human Resources Skills Development Canada, the assistance of the Charlo Salmonoid Enhancement
Center, and all workers and volunteers who contributed to the program.
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NEPISIGUIT LEGACY FUNDS
L’ASSOCIATION DU SAUMON NEPISIGUIT
NEPISIGUIT SALMON ASSOCIATION

“IF THE PIGEONS PLAGUE US BY THEIR
ABUNDANCE, THE SALMON GIVE US EVEN
MORE TROUBLE. SO GREAT A QUANTITY
OF THEM
ENTER THIS RIVER THAT AT NIGHT ONE IS
UNABLE TO SLEEP SO GREAT IS THE NOISE
THEY MAKE IN FALLING ON THE WATER
AFTER HAVING THROWN THEMSELVES
UPWARDS THROUGH THE AIR”

SO SPOKE THE EXPLORER NICHOLAS DENYS IN THE MID 1660’S IN
REFERENCE TO THE ATLANTIC SALMON IN THE NEPISIGUIT RIVER.
THE CURRENT OBJECTIVE OF THE NEPISIGUIT SALMON ASSOCIATION
IS, IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER PARTIES, TO OPTIMIZE RETURNS
OF ATLANTIC SALMON TO THE NEPISIGUIT RIVER ON AN ONGOING
BASIS THROUGH THE FOLLOWING STRATEGIES.
  1. TO ACCURATELY ASSESS NUMBERS OF RETURNING SALMON
FROM   ALL DATA SOURCES AVAILABLE, INCLUDING COUNTING
FENCE DATA AND ANGLER CATCHES AND RELEASES.
  2. TO MEASURE THE DENSITY OF JUVENILE FISH POPULATION AT
ALL STAGES TO DETERMINE ACTUAL VS POTENTIAL, BY MEANS OF
ELECTROSEINING SURVEYS IN SUMMER MONTHS.
  3. TO MEASURE ACTUAL SPAWNING ESCAPEMENT THROUGH
SPAWNING COUNTS EACH NOVEMBER (WHENEVER CONDITIONS
ALLOW) TO ASCERTAIN LEVEL OF EGG DEPOSITION BEING ACHIEVED.
  4. TO INCREASE THE POTENTIAL OF RETURNING ADULT FEMALE
SALMON BY AN ONGOING STOCKING PROGRAM, UTILIZING
SELECTED MSW FEMALE AND MALE SALMON, TRANSPORTED TO
HATCHERIES WHERE THE RESULTANT EGGS WOULD BE FERTILIZED
AND CARED FOR THROUGHOUT THE WINTER, THEN PROCESSED
THROUGH INCUBATION BOXES AND STOCKED OUT TO THE RIVER AS
SWIM UP FRY. THIS STRATEGY, IN USE ON THE NEPISIGUIT RIVER
FOR OVER THIRTY YEARS, HAS SHOWN TO INCREASE RETURNS PER
FEMALE SALMON BY AS MUCH AS SEVEN TIMES WHAT NATURAL
SPAWNING REALIZES AND AT THE SAME TIME, INCREASING THE
RATIO OF ADULT SALMON TO GRILSE RETURNS. THE OBJECTIVE IS
TO KEEP THIS RATIO TO OVER 50% MSW (LARGE) FISH. SUCH A
STOCKING PROGRAM DOES MUCH TO MITIGATE THE IMPACT THAT
PREDATORS SUCH AS THE AMERICAN MERGANSERS AND
CORMORANTS HAVE ON JUVENILE STOCKS.
  5. TO CONTINUE TO INFORM THE MEMBERSHIP AND THE GENERAL
PUBLIC THROUGH NEWSLETTERS, BROCHURES AND NEWS ITEMS
REGARDING THE STATE OF THE RESOURCE, ONGOING PROGRAMS,
RESULTS AND POTENTIAL RETURNS.

IN ORDER TO CARRY OUT THESE STRATEGIES, FUNDING WILL BE
REQUIRED. WHILE FUNDING PROGRAMS ARE AVAILABE FOR
SPECIFIC PROGRAMS AND ARE BEING ACCESSED ON A REGULAR
BASIS, FUNDS ARE ALSO REQUIRED FOR REGULAR OPERATIONS OF
THE ASSOCIATION. WE ARE HOPING TO RAISE SUFFICIENT FUNDS TO
DO BOTH. YOUR GENEROSITY IN ASSISTING IN OUR EFFORTS TO
PRESERVE OUR NEPISIGUIT RIVER LEGACY WILL BE APPRECIATED BY
ALL.

NEPISIGUIT LEGACY FUNDS
L’ASSOCIATION DU SAUMON NEPISIGUIT
NEPISIGUIT SALMON ASSOCIATION

DONOR CATEGORIES
1. LIFE MEMBERSHIP - $150.00 – ONE
TIME OR OVER THREE YEAR PERIOD.
2. SUSTAINING - $250.00 - ONE TIME OR
OVER THREE YEARS
3. ASSOCIATE - $500.00 - ONE TIME OR
OVER THREE YEARS.
4. SPONSOR - $1,000.00 – ONE TIME OR
OVER FIVE YEARS.
5. PATRON - $2500.00 – ONE TIME OR

OVER FIVE YEARS.
6. BENEFACTOR -$5000.00 – ONE TIME OR OVER FIVE YEARS.
7. GOLDEN BENEFACTOR -$7500.00 – ONE TIME OR OVER FIVE
YEARS.
8. DIAMOND BENEFACTOR - $10,000.00 + ONE TIME OR OVER TEN
YEARS

ANY DONOR DONATING OVER TIME WILL BE LISTED AT THE
APPROPRIATE CATEGORY AS REACHED. ANY DONOR NOT
WANTING THEIR NAME LISTED IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS, PLEASE
SPECIFY METHOD OF PAYMENT (PLEASE CHECK)

A. FULL PAYMENT ATTACHED
B. PARTIAL PAYMENT OF $ ATTACHED.

PLEASE SEND PAYMENT REMINDER(S) AS PER PAYMENT SCHEDULE
BELOW

REMITTANCE SCHEDULE:
PLEDGE PAYABLE OVER 1 to 5 YEARS OTHER (SPECIFY).
DATE OF FIRST PAYMENT________________________
AMOUNT OF FIRST PAYMENT_____________________
NAME________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________
CITY__________________________________________
PROV/STATE ___________________________________
POSTAL/ZIP CODE _______________________________
PHONE (BUS/RES)_______________________________
E-MAIL________________________________________
SIGNATURE____________________________________
DATE_________________________________________

PLEASE SUBMIT TO: NEPISIGUIT SALMON ASSOCIATION
/L’ASSOCIATION DU SAUMON NEPISIGUIT
P.O./CPO 871, BATHURST, N.B. E2A 4H7
(FOR CHARITABLE TAX RECEIPTS –CND CHARITABLE
REGISTRATION #0904706 – MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO
NSA CHARITABLE TRUST,
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           NSA FALL DINNER 2021

Fall Dinner

(Date to be confirmed)

GOWAN BRAE GOLF CLUB

BATHURST,NB

Cocktails at 6:00pm, DINNER AT 7:00PM

Many Door prizes,

Silent Auction and Raffles

Invite your Friends, come out and support

Atlantic Salmon Enhancement on the Nepisiguit
River

Tickets available from all executive, or call

Dale Valley……………546-0095

Denis Frenette ………….783-8431

SALMON ASSOCIATION / L’ASSOCIATION DU SAUMON
NEPISIGUIT

P.O. BOX / C.P. 871,

BATHURST, N.B.,

CANADA, E2A 4H7

Date: ________________

Membership Application / Formule de demande d’adhésion

1. Regular / Régulier                             ____ $ 15.00 / Année/  Year

2. Senior / l’Age d’or                            ____  $ 10.00 Année / Year

3.  Junior / Junior [<17]                        ____ Free/Gratis

4. Life /  Membre à vie                        ____ $150.00

5. Spouse / Conjoint (e)                      ____ Free/Gratis

Small Crest / Écusson (petit)           ____  $ 8.00

Large Crest / Écusson (gros)            ____ $12.00

NSA Hat / Casquette ASN                ____ $ 15.00 (plus) $ 15.00 shipping /

                                                                                                  Frais de Transport

Total  $ _______________________

Please enclose cheque or money order / S.V.P Inclure  chèque ou mandat –poste

 (Please print /en lettres moulées S.V.P)

Name / Nom : _________________________________________________________

Address / Adresse :  ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

 Postal Code / Code Postal_______________________________________________

Telephone # /  /numéro de téléphone______________________________________

Email Addess: / Adress courriel___________________________________________


